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The number of people reported as directly affected by the floods has risen to 17.6 million (National Disaster 
Management Authority/NDMA). Though floodwaters are beginning to recede in many areas, parts of Sindh 
continue to battle with severe flooding. Latest reports indicate that the worst flooding over the past two days 
has been in Dadu and Qambar Shahdadkot districts, on the western side of the Indus, and Thatta, where high 
sea levels are slowing down the entry of the floodwaters into the sea. Low-lying areas in Badin and Jamshoro 
districts are also reported to be under water.  
 
Floodwaters had entered Sujawal town in Thatta by 29 August according to media reports, and road links 
from the town to other areas were cut off. While efforts to divert floodwaters from Thatta city appear to have 
been successful and some residents are now returning to their homes, tens of thousands of families are still 
seeking shelter in Makli graveyard on the outskirts of Thatta. Others have moved towards Karachi and 
Hyderabad. There is also continuing migration northwards towards Sukkur.  
 
Information from the Sindh Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) indicates that there were 
almost 900,000 people in camps and spontaneous settlements in the province as of 28 August. However, 
these figures may not have captured latest population movements within and from Thatta and Dadu.  
 
At the same time, reports from Jaffarabad and Nasirabad in Balochistan point towards a worsening situation, 
with thousands of affected people cut off and increasing rates of water-borne disease. Critical needs also 
remain in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK), with a continuing risk of outbreaks of diarrheal disease and a need for 
scaled up assistance in the WASH, health and food sectors. Tracking of all displacement sites in the province 
and reaching those in areas cut-off by road continue to be overarching challenges in KPK.  
 
The Pakistan Meteorological Department has forecast hot and humid weather over most parts of the country 
in the coming days, with isolated thunderstorms and associated rainfall in parts of north-eastern Punjab and 
upper KPK. Weak monsoon currents are likely to approach Pakistan-Administered Kashmir (PAK) and 
northern Punjab from 31 August. Isolated rain is also expected over Pakistan Administered Kashmir (PAK) 
and Gilgit-Baltistan between 31 August and 1 September. The Department’s Flood Forecasting Division 
reports that the flood level on the River Indus at Kotri barrage is likely to remain exceptionally high, with a 
falling trend, with a continuing risk of flooding to low-lying areas.   
 
The United Nations Department of Safety and Security (UNDSS)continues to advise all humanitarian staff to 
be aware of security risks in affected areas, including those directly related to the floods, such as violent 
demonstrations and aid-related crime. Further security information is available from UNDSS directly (contact 
details below).  
 

 
I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

• Parts of Sindh continue to experience severe flooding, in particular Dadu, Qambar Shahdadkot 
and Thatta districts.  

• An additional coordination hub is being established in Hyderabad to cover the worsening situation 
in southern Sindh.  

• No additional funding was reported as having been committed to the Pakistan Initial Floods 
Emergency Response Plan (PIFERP) since the last situation report. Overall coverage is 64%, with 
funding gaps for the WASH and health clusters standing at 72% and 57% respectively.  
 

II. Situation Overview 
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Agriculture 
 
Needs:  As many areas are still under water, it is uncertain to what extent land can be prepared in time to 
plant for the oncoming Rabi season. In low-lying areas of Sindh, it may take from six to eight weeks before 
soil is fit for planting, most likely past the optimal sowing time. Loss of draught animal power will seriously 
compromise the ability of farmers to prepare land. Silt deposited on fields, in places considerably deeper than 
can be ploughed, will also make it difficult to clear fields in time for sowing crops next month. It will require 
medium to heavy machinery to remove the silt deposits in some areas. In addition, irrigation canals have 
been silted up and need to be cleared. In mountainous areas of KPK, the top layer of fertile soil has been 
washed away, rendering the soil barren and less productive. 
  
Response: Rapid agriculture sector damage assessments are ongoing in several provinces, including 
Balochistan, to get a clearer picture of preliminary livestock losses and surviving livestock needs.  
  
Gaps and Constraints: Given the extensive damage to the means of agricultural production – land, inputs, 
infrastructure and livestock – the funding requirements for agriculture will be significant in the revised 
response plan. 
  
Education 
 

Needs: The number of schools reported as being used as shelters has increased to 6,643 (from 6,097). There 
is a need to provide temporary school structures as well as school supplies including tents, school-in-a-box 
kits and recreation kits for fully damaged schools to ensure continuation of education during the transition 
period from tents to permanent buildings.  
 
Response:  Eighteen additional temporary learning and recreation sites (TLRs) in Sindh and four in 
Balochistan have been established. With this, the total number of TLRSs has reached 95 (Sindh - 48, Punjab 
- 40, Balochistan - 7), benefiting 12,782 children (Balochistan - 650, Sindh - 6132, Punjab - 6000). An 
assessment methodology for damaged schools has been finalized in KPK by UNICEF in consultation with 
cluster members while assessment has already started through implementing partners in Swat and Shangla. 
In Gilgit-Baltistan, the regional Education Department has approved terms of reference for the education 
cluster in the region, while assessment of schools damaged in PAK is underway. The American Institute for 
Research (AIR) will contribute US$30,000 for rapid needs assessments in Sindh. Ed-links is ready to provide 
long-term support for schools through supplies such as tents, maps, globes, calculators and other teaching 
and learning materials in Sindh. 
 
Gaps and Constraints: The cluster is working with the government and partners to ensure that education 
interventions are appropriately prioritised, but at this point immediate life-saving interventions are the focus of 
most stakeholders. Due to limited resources and access, needs assessment for the educational sector has 
begun only recently.   
 
Emergency Telecommunications 
 

Response: The cluster is now operational in Islamabad, Peshawar, Quetta, Lahore, Abbottabad, 
Muzafarabad, Karachi, Buner, Multan and Sukkur. Expansion to Shangla, D.I. Khan, Mingora and Hyderabad 
is planned. A UNDSS team is currently installing a communications centre and VHF repeaters in Multan. WFP 
is providing ICT support to UNDAC teams and UN agencies in Sukkur and Multan. The cluster delivered an 
ICT emergency management field training course in Islamabad. Another training is scheduled for 20 to 21 
September.  Deployment of data communication services in Hyderabad is underway. 
 
Gaps and Constraints: Security remains a challenge to the emergency telecommunications operation, as 
does the importation of telecommunications equipment. 
 
 
 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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Food 

 
Needs: As results from rapid needs assessments continue to come in, and additional teams are fielded, it is 
likely that the numbers of people in need of food assistance will rise, particularly in Sindh where severe 
flooding is still unfolding.  
 
Response: Food cluster coordination capacity is being scaled up in Hyderabad in response to ongoing 
flooding in southern Sindh. Since the emergency floods response was launched on 1 August, the cluster has 
provided monthly rations in 37 districts of KPK, Sindh, Punjab, Balochistan and Pakistan-Administered 
Kashmir (PAK). Given the scale of the disaster, highest priority locations have been targeted for immediate 
interventions, though a planned scale up of the operation in September aims to meet the food needs of up to 
6 million people. By 29 August, almost 2.65 million beneficiaries had been provided with more than 31,000 
metric tons of food, including an additional 450,000 individuals reached over the weekend. Since 28 August, 
distributions have commenced in Upper Dir in KPK and Neelum in PAK. On 29 August, 40 metric tonnes of 
food was airlifted to assist evacuees in Pattan (Kohistan), and to evacuees in Mataltan, Utror, Pattan and 
Kalam (Swat), including fortified high-energy biscuits, ready-to-eat supplementary food and wheat flour. 
 
Gaps and Constraints: While access obstacles are constraining scaling up of assistance in the immediate 
term, additional funding is now urgently required to allow for activities to be expanded beyond August that 
may address the totality of emerging needs and avoid gaps. The food cluster urges donors that have 
announced pledges to confirm their donations to ensure that sufficient food can by purchased and pre-
positioned for September.  
 

Health 
 

Needs: Great needs exist for improved access of flood-affected people to health services, sustained supplies 
of medicines, vaccinations against various communicable diseases (particularly for children aged under five 
and pregnant women), and for the restoration of public health facilities, 402 of which have so far been 
damaged or destroyed. Acute diarrhea, acute respiratory infections, skin diseases and suspected malaria 
remain the leading causes of seeking health care in the flood affected districts. In Balochsitan and Sindh, a 
higher number of suspected malaria cases has been reported compared to either KPK or Punjab. 
 
Response: Cluster partners, including health authorities, have treated 3.7 million people from 29 July to 26 
August. The cluster has distributed medicines to treat more than 3.4 million people for one month. As of 28 
August, over 60 diarrhea treatment centres had been established. The cluster has, primarily through UNFPA 
and its partners, provided emergency reproductive health services to 59,664 patients. So far 1,222 deliveries 
have been conducted, in addition to 7,395 ante-natal and 1,636 post-natal consultations. Through UNICEF, 
the cluster is supporting an expanded programme of immunization in Peshawar, Charsadda, Nowshera and 
D.I. Khan districts, completing a campaign on 28 August that vaccinated 285,154 children under five against 
polio and 253,511 children (6-59 months) against measles, and providing 257,561 children with Vitamin A 
supplements. 
 
Gaps and Constraints: Additional funding is required to scale up life-saving health interventions in affected 
areas. UNFPA has reported challenges in recruiting adequate numbers of female health care providers 
(especially gynecologists) in flood-affected districts.  
 
Logistics 

 
Response: The logistics cluster is working to secure the use of an Australian C-17 cargo transport aircraft 
flying south from Chaklalah on 1 September. Cluster participants are invited to submit movement requests 
(http://www.logcluster.org/ops/pak09a/cargo-movement-request) for transport from Chaklalah to Multan, 
Sukkur or Jacobobad by close of business on 30 August (destination to be determined based on received 
requirements). WFP/UNHAS is planning to augment its current rotary wing fleet capacity to 10 by mid-
September. Four UNHAS heavy-lift (MI-8) helicopters (load capacity 4 metric tons) are conducting airlift 
operations from Multan. As of 29 August, UNHAS has flown 16 sorties and moved 37.6 metric tons of cargo.  
The cluster has opened air corridors to new locations in Punjab (Kot adu), Sindh (Shahdadkot) and KPK 
(Dasu, Balakot and Matiltan) with air assets made available through the Joint Aviation Operations Group. On 
28 August the cluster coordinated the transport of 62.7 metric tons of health and WASH supplies on C-130 
fixed winged aircraft from Chaklalah (Islamabad) to Sukkur. On 28 August the Logistics Cluster coordinated 
the delivery of WHO health kits from Sukkur to the road-inaccessible areas of Jacobabad and Shahadadkot 



The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective 
and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
 
 
 
 

4

by helicopter. A strategic airlift provided by Irish Aid transferring humanitarian cargo departed on 30 August 
from UNHRD in Dubai to Pakistan. The airlift includes shelter and water sanitation NFIs from Concern 
Worldwide, Trocaire, Plan and Goal. Two additional Mobile Storage Units (MSUs) have been erected in 
Sukkur. These units provide an initial capacity of approximately 480 m

2
, which is available for the 

humanitarian community. Three additional warehouse locations have been identified in Peshawar and can be 
contracted as required to meet the needs of cluster participants. 
 
Gaps and Constraints: The Logistics Cluster is collecting requirements from Cluster participants to coordinate 
Logistics Cluster services. All Logistics Cluster participants are invited to send operational/distribution plans 
and airlift requirements to: pakistan.logs@logcluster.org. 
 
Nutrition 
 

Needs: Children under five make up approximately 14% of the affected population, while 8% are pregnant 
and lactating women (PLW). At least 6% are elderly or otherwise vulnerable. The cluster’s priorities for rapid 
nutrition assistance at this point are children under five and PLW. There is also a need to establish 
community-level acute malnutrition programmes in affected areas. Key messages on infant and young child 
feeding and hygiene also need to be disseminated in the affected areas. 
 
Response: With the arrival of donor funds, procurement of emergency nutrition supplies for the rapid 
assistance of vulnerable children and PLW is now picking up pace. Already, using in-country stocks, 9,928 
children and 26,649 PLW have been reached with supplementary food rations. 11,932 children and 4,520 
PLW have received micro-nutrient supplementation. Around 6,000 mothers and community members have 
been sensitized on infant and young child feeding and hygiene practices. The cluster is actively monitoring 
possible use of breast milk substitutes and has informed all relevant government departments of the 
importance of promotion, protection and support to breastfeeding in emergency situations. UNICEF is 
establishing a stabilization center for severely malnourished children with complications at Larkana civil 
hospital. More than 20 doctors, lady health workers and lady health worker supervisors have been trained on 
nutrition screening with Mid-upper Arm Circumference (MUAC) tape in Sukkur. A demonstration on preparing 
economic nutritious food for young children was conducted in Charsadda for 67 mothers.  
 
Gaps and Constraints: A lack of funding for the second phase of nutrition programme (community and facility-
based management of acute malnutrition in all the affected provinces) is a key constraint, as is quick 
availability of supplementary and therapeutic feeding supplies. Other challenges include high airfreight 
charges, inaccessibility of some of the worst-affected districts and a shortage of trained nutrition specialists in 
the country.  
 
Protection 
 

Needs: There is increasing concern about separated children. In terms of targeted distributions, sanitary 
material for female flood affected populations is urgently needed in KPK. Toolkits are needed by communities 
and individuals to salvage their belongings from the rubble of destroyed houses. Psycho-social counseling is 
needed for both males and females. In Sindh improvement of distribution systems remains a priority 
protection concern; pregnant women, the elderly and persons with disabilities continue to face difficulties and 
are not being adequately targeted in a manner that respects their dignity as individuals. The protection cluster 
advises response agencies to work towards delivering assistance at the shelter level as a best case scenario, 
and to avoid requiring beneficiaries to queue for assistance. IDPs interviewed in Sindh have indicated that 
they will not be able to return to their homes for 3 to 4 months; a return constraint survey may be relevant as 
soon as possible.  
 
Response: Of 156 unaccompanied and separated children, 131 have been reunited with their families. 130 
child friendly spaces are operating in KPK, Punjab, Balochistan and PAK, providing more than 15,000 
children with educational and recreational activities. Over 11,000 children and 1,000 women have been 
provided with psycho-social support. UNHCR in KPK was alerted on the need for sanitary napkins. UNICEF 
has commenced distribution of hygiene kits with sanitary napkins. UNHCR is discussing further distribution 
with UNFPA.UNHCR in KPK is finalizing the purchase and distribution of tool kits, which will include basic 
tools for the clearing of rubble as well as tools which can be used for the rehabilitation of the houses. Seven 
“Welfare Centers” are being set up in the flood affected districts of KPK with a psycho-social counselor in 
each. The centers are being set up by UNHCR with RIPORT, SWD and NRC as implementing partners. 
Some centers are already functioning in Swat, Dir, Buner and Peshawar. The health cluster in KPK was 
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alerted on the need for provision of health facilities in Tarnab town of Charsadda District and also other 
identified areas of Nowshera. 
 
Gaps and Constraints: The key constraint is the scale of the disaster and difficulties in accessing affected 
population. Recent threats against the humanitarian community have raised alert levels and may hinder aid 
delivery. The child-protection sub-cluster continues to report funding shortages as a challenge, in addition to a 
lack of partners with child protection expertise.  
 
Shelter and NFIs 

 
Needs: Based on the government figure of 1.2 million houses damaged and destroyed, emergency shelter 
coverage countrywide is estimated to be currently at14%. There are large needs for emergency shelter in all 
affected provinces, but in particular in Sindh and Punjab; coverage in each is so far only 4%. The growing 
number of people and areas affected means that well-targeted and fully-coordinated distributions are 
increasingly important. Local organizations with capacity in Punjab and Sindh have requested shelter and 
relief items for distribution. With people now beginning to return to their homes, or what is left of them, in 
areas where waters are beginning to recede, there is an urgent need for a strategy for early recovery and 
transitional shelter to support these returns and make them sustainable. Some tents will need to be winterized 
in the weeks ahead. Targeted shelter support for host families is needed.  
 
Response: More distributions are now taking place in Sindh and Punjab. The cluster plans distribution of 
emergency shelter materials for 10,000 families in Thatta and Hyderabad from 31 August. The cluster has so 
far distributed over 115,500 tents and 90,800 tarpaulins (over 160,800 households served). Cluster members 
have also distributed 2,123 tool kits, 252,600 blankets, 59,700 kitchen sets and 84,100 units of bedding/mats. 
98,500 tents and 526,000 tarpaulins are in the pipeline, as well as 1,053,000 blankets, 8,100 tool kits, 
155,000 kitchen sets and 300,000 units of bedding/mats. Daily updates on distributions to date, coverage, 
projected coverage and outstanding gaps are available on the shelter cluster website: 
www.shelterpakistan.org.  
 
Gaps and Constraints: Needs continue to outstrip available shelter materials and NFIs, even though more 
stocks are expected in the pipeline. Many areas still cannot be accessed by road. There is concern that the 
numbers of people in need of shelter assistance may grow rapidly if flood IDPs move away from host families, 
due to insufficient support, and collective centres, which are becoming over-congested.  
 
WASH 
 

Needs: While there continues to be a need for a complete package of WASH assistance across affected 
areas, immediate priorities at this point are ensuring the provision of safe drinking water (5 litres per person 
per day initially) and distributing soap, in particular in Sindh and Punjab which continue to be underserved. 
 
Response: Cluster agencies, alongside the Government of Pakistan, have so far been able to ensure 
provision of drinking water to 2.55 million people, through provision of tankered water and repair of tube wells 
in affected areas (1.3 million reached through repaired water systems; 1.25 million through tankering). In 
addition, in the past three weeks over 500,000 water purification tablets (each sufficient for 10 litres of safe 
water) have been distributed for water treatment at the household level. The Government has distributed 
thousands of bottles of drinking water as a stopgap measure to prevent disease). Further essential supplies 
are now on the way to Pakistan, including 600,000 buckets, 800,000 jerry cans, 20 water purification plants 
and 21 million water purification tablets. Local production capacity for the latter has now been exhausted. 
Other purification products and soap are readily available locally and are being procured and distributed on a 
continuous basis. Work is ongoing to fully map available and planned resources (funds, material and 
equipment). The cluster response strategy is being revised and inter-cluster linkages with health and nutrition 
are being strengthened. Cluster coordination capacity is being expanded at the national and provincial levels.  
 
Gaps and Constraints: There continues to be a lack of operational WASH partners with ability to quickly 
upscale in response to the overwhelming WASH needs. Though more agencies (both national and 
international) are now planning to respond, time is needed for them to secure funds, recruit staff, procure 
supplies, etc. Limited information management resources within the cluster affect its capacity to gain 
comprehensive understanding of the level of needs and response. Though supply projections are becoming 
clearer, procurement lead-time means delays for the response.  
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The Executive Directors of UNICEF, WFP and UNESCO will give a press conference in the Serena Hotel in 
Islamabad at 17:15 on 31 August. Regular inter-agency press conferences are also being convened most 
days in the Humanitarian Coordination Centre (HCC), also at the Serena Hotel. For further information please 
contact Maurizio Giuliano in OCHA Pakistan (contact details below).  
 
The Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC) convened an emergency meeting of humanitarian partners 
in Islamabad on 29 August to discuss the floods situation. Together with the NDMA, OCHA was invited to 
present the coordination structure in place and the status of the current response. The OIC Secretary-General 
urged Member States and NGOs to scale up their support to Pakistan. 
 
The next General Coordination Meeting (GCM) in Islamabad will be held in the HCC in the Serena Hotel on 
Friday 3 September at 10:30. Outside Islamabad, HCCs continue to operate in Peshawar (covering KPK), 
Multan (covering Punjab) and Sukkur (covering Sindh).  Contact details of coordination focal points in each 
hub are below. Further information on coordination is available on the response website: 
http://www.pakresponse.info/ 
 
An additional coordination hub is being established in Hyderabad to cover southern Sindh. A temporary base 
has been set up in UNDP House, and a first coordination meeting was held on 28 August. OCHA and UNDAC 
are now compiling contact lists and “Who What Where” information for the area.  
 
The humanitarian response Gender Task Force (GTF) is now meeting regularly in Islamabad, Peshawar and 
Multan. Meetings will commence shortly in Sukkur and Hyderabad. The GTF is a networking and information-
sharing mechanism which serves as a platform for advocacy for appropriate levels of support and services for 
women and girls in relief operations. It is co-convened by UNIFEF and UNFPA, and includes members from 
UN agencies and NGOs.  
 
For details on visas on arrival for humanitarian workers, tax/duty free import of relief goods and obtaining No 
Objection Certificates (NOCs) for operations in flood-affected areas, please contact Nicki Bennett in OCHA 
Pakistan (contact details below). For details on security clearance for travel to restricted areas (which include 
all 7 FATA agencies, several flood-affected districts of Balochistan and D.G. Khan district in Punjab) please 
contact Alexander Hasenstab in OCHA Pakistan (contact details below). 
 

 
OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service (FTS)indicates no change in coverage of the Pakistan Initial Floods 
Emergency Response Plan (PIFERP) since 27 August. 64% of requirements have been funded (US$292 
million out of total requirements of US$459.7 million): 
 

IV. Coordination 

V. Funding 
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A fully revised version of the PIFERP will be launched during the third week of September, taking into account 
updated assessment results from all affected areas and addressing relief as well as early recovery needs. 
Participating agencies are advised to register with OCHA’s Online Project System (OPS) as soon as possible 
to ensure that projects can be quickly uploaded. Further information on OPS is available from cluster 
coordinators and Nicki Bennett in OCHA Pakistan. Current PIFERP projects can be viewed, alongside 
detailed information on funds committed and pledged,on the FTS website, at: 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/fts.nsf/doc105?OpenForm&rc=3&emid=FL-2010-000141-PAK 
 
A total of 22 projects have now been approved for funding from the Emergency Response Fund (ERF) for 
Pakistan. Over 90% of the US$5.17 million that has been approved will be divided among national and 
international NGOs. Total contributions to the ERF so far come to US$12.7 million (Australia, New Zealand, 
Norway, Montenegro, UK, private donations).  
 
For further details on how to contribute to the PIFERP or the Emergency Response Fund for Pakistan, please 
contact Susan le Roux in OCHA Pakistan (contact details below).  
 
Details of the Concern/USAID/OFDA RAPID Fund for NGOs is available at:  
http://www.concern-pak.org.pk/Rapid_Main.htm 
 
 

 
OCHA Pakistan: 

Manuel Bessler, Head of Office 
bessler@un.org 
 

Maurizio Giuliano, Public Information Officer a.i. 
giuliano@un.org, +92 300 8502397 
 

Nicki Bennett, Senior Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
bennett5@un.org, +92 300 850 2289 
 

Susan le Roux, External Relations and Donor 
Liaison Officer 
leroux@un.org, +92 308 520 5819 
 

Fawad Hussain, Sindh Coordination Centre 
fawad.hussain@un.org, +92 301 854 2495  
 

Hussain Ullah, Punjab Coordination Centre 
ullah5@un.org, +92 301 854 2449 
Waheed Anwar, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Coordination Centre 

anwarw@un.org, +92 301 854 2472 
 

Alexander Hasenstab, UNDSS NGO Liaison 
Officer 
hasenstab@un.org, +92 345 850 9011 
UNDSS Security Information Operations Centre: 
unsiocpakistan@undp.org 
 

OCHA Geneva  

Randa Hassan, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
hassan50@un.org,  
Office: +41 22 917 2732 
Cell: +41 79 602 3598 
 

OCHA New York: 
Ben Negus, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
negus@un.org, 
Office: +1 917 367 4374,  
Cell:  +1 646 785 9642

VI. Contact 
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